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THE MAN BORN BLIND 

T oday's Gospel story focuses on an unlikely teacher. Those in 
need of his instruc/on, (though they do not want it and do 

not wish to listen), are the learned men of their /me - the 
Scribes and the Pharisees. And the teacher, the one with clear 
sight and wisdom? This is a blind man who has just encoun-
tered Jesus. Hardly surprising, we may think, that no-one was 
too willing to learn the lessons he taught. 

If we consider first the Pharisees themselves. They are 
powerful men, who know and understand the Jewish Law to 
the le�er. Everything they see will be held up to the clear light 
of Law, and this will determine once and for all if it is right or 
wrong, good or bad. But there is more to the Pharisees than 
this. They have all the eloquence and power they need not 
just to protect the Law, but also to protect themselves, their 
wealth, and their authority. Anything which might seem to 
undermine their posi/on - and certainly someone presuming 
to teach who is outside of their group would qualify - they see 
as a threat and will use every means they have to overpower 
them and restore their own, comfortable order. In this, the 
Pharisees are dangerous, and their interpreta/ons biased in 
their own favour. 

The conflict today arises because Jesus has chosen to re-
store the sight of the man born blind on a Sabbath Day. It is 
not the only /me we see him challenge the Pharisees' rigorous 
interpreta/on of Sabbath laws forbidding all work to be car-
ried out. Elsewhere we see him pose the ques/on of whether 
or not it can be wrong to do good on this day, and insist that 

the Sabbath rest is a gi� to the people, not a law to bind them. 
But the Pharisees will not listen, and now they find themselves 
arguing with the healed man himself who, with a pure heart, 
has seen the truth of Christ's power and recognised God's 
Grace at work in Jesus, whilst the Pharisees can see nothing 
more than the threat to themselves. 

But before we judge the Pharisees too harshly - how 
o�en are we blind ourselves to the truths of the Gospel mes-
sage? How o�en are we so set in our ways that we cannot rec-
ognise or respect God's messengers, whoever (and however 
unlikely) they may be, and be challenged and changed? Let us 
pray for the gi� of sight this Lent - sight to see our own short-
comings before we see the shortcomings of others; sight to 
perceive the loving presence of our God, and to grow into the 
people he would have us be. That is, a�er all, what the season 
of Lent is all about. 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 
This mid-point of Lent is an opportunity to reflect upon where 
we are from, who we are and who has supported us during 
our life's journey. On a day that began by reflec/ng upon our 
"mother churches", the seed-grounds in which our Faith was 
nurtured from an early age, we give thanks also for our earthly 
mothers, for their self-giving that enabled us to grow. Our 
thoughts and prayers today therefore, go out for everyone 
who answers to the name of "Mum".  

4th Sunday of Lent 
YEAR A—Morning Prayer Week  4 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar/n, a�er Mass or at any convenient /me 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 
The sick: Kate, Jim, Sheila, Sheila, Alex, Michael, 
Martin, Joanne, Aidan, Desmond, Eamon, Maureen, 
John, Stefa, Joan, Janice, Bill, Monica, Audrey, Annie, 
Ann, Malcolm, Harvey, Claire, Louise and baby 
Maisy, Lewis (12 yrs. old), Caitlin (age 11), Loren (age 
17), Marie, Paddy, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, 
Billy, Dennis and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Mat-
thew, Evelyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Pam, 
Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, Joseph, Martin, Ishrat, 
Elaine, Jayne and Christian, Mavis, Antony, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Bernard, Vera, Jack and 
Joan, Kevin, Pat. 

Lately Dead: Victims of the London terrorist attack, 
Tom O’Connell, Mary Pearson, Fr Geoff Hilton, Fr 
Edmund Maguire, Corry Marron Slot, Ellen Houndsly, 
Johnny Le Roux, Christine Moore. 

Anniversaries: Germain Kamanke, Maureen Duffy, 
Winifred and Bill Hampton, Michael Smith, Ann and 
Clifford Preston, David Smith, Doris Yates, Patrick 
Comey, Sheila Cusack, Ted Hosey, Thomas Brehony, 
Eileen Banks, Brian Platt. 

Remembrance: Mary Smith, Martin Platt, Maureen 
Denton, Charles Geeney, Agnes Geeney, Marie 
Payne. 

We also pray: for all mothers, for world peace, for 
Bishop John and the restructuring of our diocese, for 
the housebound and those in hospital, nursing and 
residential homes, and for a number of special inten-
tions. 

EASTER SERVICE TIMES—ADVANCE NOTICE 
Wednesday of Holy Week (12th April) 

Ecumenical Stations of the Cross, 7pm at Holy Cross 

Holy Thursday (13th April) 
+ Mass of the Lord’s Supper + 

+ 7pm at Holy Cross + 

Good Friday (14th April) 
Stations of the Cross, 11am at St Matthew’s 

+ A2ernoon Liturgy of the Passion + 
+ 3pm at Holy Cross + 

Ecumenical Walk of Witness, starts 6.15pm from St Michael’s 
CE Church, calling at Patricroft URC and ending with a con-
cert of Spiritual Music at Holy Cross, starting at about 7pm 

Holy Saturday (15th April) 
+ The Easter Vigil + 

+ 7pm at Holy Cross + 

Easter Morning—Usual Mass 5mes at both Churches 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Mike, Veronica 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am: Alvin, Kevin 

OFFERTORY 
Collec5on: Please see printed version. Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: CAFOD collec/on for the East Africa Crisis 
Next week: Unconfirmed at /me of prin/ng 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar/n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar/n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other /mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma�hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma�hew’s 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: normally 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma�hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

Holy Cross RC Church   St MaAhew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

                                  WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 27th March) 
Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at  Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
  7.00pm Music Rehearsal for Easter — singers and experienced instrumentalists welcome 
Tuesday:   8.45am Sta/ons of the Cross at  St MaAhew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi5on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 

Thursday:   8.45am Sta/ons of the Cross at  St MaAhew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Friday:   5.00pm Syro-Malabar Retreat beginning at Holy Cross and con/nuing tomorrow at Ss Peter and Paul 
  This will incorporate 7pm Mass — all welcome (The retreat con/nues un/l 9.00pm) 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi5on of the Blessed Sacrament at St MaAhew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

VISIT OF Fr JHASSAN FROM ALEPPO, SYRIA 
Next weekend, (1st/2nd April), a priest from Aleppo will 
be joining us at our 10.30am Mass at Holy Cross. It will 
be powerful, if painful too, to receive his first-hand 
knowledge of the current situa/on faced by Chris/ans 
in Syria. 

APPEAL FOR NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
We are invi/ng new Eucharis/c Ministers to join our 
teams at Mass, and would welcome interest from any 
full members of the Church who are willing to undergo 
simple training. We would especially welcome interest 
from our younger people (aged 16 and over) 

GIFT AID APPEAL 
There is a box at the back of Church for the return of 
completed Gi�-Aid forms. Thank you. 

VISIT BY BISHOP JOHN 
As you will be aware, the sudden death of Fr Geoff Hil-
ton, at St Osmund’s, Breightmet, prevented the Bishop 
from visi/ng St Ma�hew’s as he had planned. We are 
sure you will understand that visi/ng the people of St 
Osmund’s had to take precedence, but the bishop has 
promised that he will come to St Ma�hew’s on the first 
Sunday morning he is free, a�er Easter. You will be giv-
en appropriate no/ce of his visit. 

LENTEN SCHOOL OF PRAYER 

SYRO-MALABAR RETREAT 
On Friday we welcome Fr Sebas/an Chamakala, from 
London, who will be at Holy Cross leading the first part 
of a two-day retreat for the Syro-Malabar community. 
This will con/nue un/l 9.00pm, and will incorporate our 
7pm Mass, to which all are welcome. (Mass will not, 
on this occasion, be preceded by Exposi/on of the 
Blessed Sacrament, nor followed by Divine Mercy).  

LOAVES AND FISHES COLLECTION 
Lent is a wonderful /me, as we make individual sacrific-
es, to use some of what we have le� over in assistance 
of the poor and homeless. Please consider dona/ng to 
the “Loaves and Fishes” crate at the back of church. (A 
list is on the no/ceboard of suitable items). 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT 
Sister Jenny has arranged for Sta/ons of the Cross to 
take place each Thursday of Lent at 3.00pm at St Gil-
bert’s Presbytery. This will con/nue un/l April 6th. 
Sta/ons of the Cross will; also be celebrated at St 
MaAhew’s Church at 8.45am before Masses on Tues-
days and Thursdays of Lent. (This is in place of the usu-
al recita/on of Morning Prayer). 

DEANERY MASS FOR LENT 
Thank you to all those parishioners who supported the 
Deanery Lenten mass at St Mary’s, Eccles last Thursday. 

NIGHTFEVER—OPEN CHURCH, OPEN HEART 
This Friday at Salford Cathedral, with Mass at 7.30pm. 


